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Claremont Library Funding

A Note from FOCL President Lis DesCombes

The Claremont Library is funded under the Los Angeles County Library
Special Tax District. This Special Tax District was created in 1912,
when the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors voted to pass the
California’s County Free Library Law. The Free Library Law mandates
countyprovided library service in unincorporated areas and incor
porated areas without municipal libraries. By 1913 the Carnegie
Library at Pomona College was no longer adequate to serve the growing
Claremont community. In 1914 Claremont residents petitioned for
county library service, and since then the Claremont Library has been
run by the Los Angeles County Library.

Funding for the Los Angeles County Library Department comes from a
small percentage of property tax that is specially appropriated for the
Library Special Tax District. Under this funding mechanism, local funds
from incorporated Claremont cover less than one third of the cost of
running the Claremont Library. The remainder of the Claremont
Library’s operational costs are underwritten by the Los Angeles County
Library Department. Because the Claremont Library is run at a deficit,
our library is especially dependent on support from the Friends of the
Claremont Library for supplemental funding for materials, programs,
and facility improvements.

You may have recently heard library director Skye Patrick discussing
with the media that property tax revenues apportioned to the Los
Angeles County Library Special Tax District are not keeping pace with
rising staffing and operational costs. This imbalance has led to a struct

ural budget deficit for the department, which Ms. Patrick and the Board of Supervisors are
working to address. There are no plans to reduce library services at this time, but the support
of the Friends of the Claremont Library, and support of Claremont residents at large, remain
critical for the stability and vitality of our community library in the twentyfirst century.

You are already a Friend of the Claremont Library if you are receiving this newsletter; please
consider extending your support of our library by encouraging local friends and family to use
library resources, to attend library programs, and to become members of the Friends of the
Claremont Library!



Staff at the Claremont Library are always glad to see our community at the library, but we
know that sometimes it is easier to pull out your phone or tablet than it is to get out your front
door. During those times, why not visit us online? We have a wide array of digital resources for
you, from eBooks and eAudiobooks to online classes, downloadable magazines, and movie
streaming.

Our most popular digital resource is Overdrive, our huge collection of downloadable eBooks and
eAudiobooks. You can access Overdrive both on our website, at colapublib.overdrive.org, or with
Overdrive’s new and improved mobile app, “Libby.” Once you have downloaded the Libby app
onto your smartphone or tablet, set County of Los Angeles Public Library as your library, enter
your 13 digital LA County Library card number, and start borrowing. If you need some
technical support to get started with Overdrive or Libby, please come and see us at the Adult
Information desk at the library—we will help!

From the homepage of colapublib.org and via their apps you can watch your shows on your
computer, on your tablet, or on your Internet connected TV and flip through your magazines on
your computer, phone, or tablet. You will find movies, documentaries, and TV shows available
for streaming from the Kanopy Collection and from Hoopla. The Kanopy Collection is
particularly exciting because it holds most of the content in the Criterion Collection, for all you
art and indie film fans out there. The Los Angeles County Library has over a hundred
subscriptions to digital editions of popular magazines through RB Digital, and titles range from
The Economist to OK! Weekly.

If you are looking for some educational or interactive opportunities, check out the library’s
online classes from Gale, try language learning with Mango, take a video course on Lynda, or
chat with an LA County librarian from our website. These digital resources can enhance your
public library experience, but we still look forward to seeing you at the Claremont Library at
our programs, checking out books and DVDs, or just stopping by to say hello!

Visit the Library without Leaving Home!

by Amy Crow, Claremont Library Manager, acrow@library.lacounty.gov

Save the date March 3 for the final event in this
year’s On The Same Page program, which
celebrates Tangled Vines: Greed, Murder, Obses
sion, and an Arsonist in the Vineyards, a lively
history of the wine industry in California.

The book’s author, Frances Dinkelspiel, will speak
at 1:00 pm March 3 at the Hughes Center (where
there’s plenty of parking!). Those who have heard
her speak are enthusiastic, so come, listen and ask
questions as you ponder the drama of wine in
California (including Southern California, where it
all began).

If you have not yet perused the book, you can pick
it up at the library or purchase a copy at the
event. We're looking forward to seeing you there!

Board member Lanore Pearlman introduces
Richard Foss at our first On The Same Page event

On the Same Page Events are Wrapping Up



Friends of the Claremont Library, P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711

Name___________________________________________ Telephone___________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________ State__________ Zip____________

Email address (for use only by the Friends of Claremont library) ___________________

please send my newsletter by e-mail in the future. (check box)

Support Categories: (Check one):

Best Friend $100 _____ Good Friend $75 _____ Friend $25 _____

Senior Friend $15 ____ Business Friend $40 ____ Other $________

(Optional) In memory of / In honor of_________________________________ (circle one)

I WOULD LIKE MY DONATION TO BE MADE ANONYMOUSLY. (CHECK BOX)

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Claremont Library or FOCL.

Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

Check Your Mailing Label to be Sure!

We are now accepting PayPal!

If you have questions about your FOCL membership, please contact us at
friendsofclaremontlibrary@gmail.com or P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711.

In the 1930s many people living in isolated areas had very little access to jobs, let alone
education for their children. To get books to remote communities in Kentucky, librarians
carried them by horseback. In 1933, the federal government's Works Progress Administration
funded the Pack Horse Library Initiative. The WPA program supported literacy and education
in part to help employment in rural areas. Brave women forded creeks and crossed harsh
terrain, riding as much as 120 per week to deliver books often donated by local communities.
Sometimes they would carry the books on foot if location was too difficult even for the horses.
These women also had to be locally known to those whom they served or the mountain people
would not trust them. In 1943, the horseback book delivery ended as employment improved
during World War II. Let us salute these unknown heroes.

The Earliest Women Equestrian Librarians

by Sharon Begley, Board Member

Several poetry readings are planned for
three Sundays — April 8, 15, and 29 —
2 pm at the Claremont United Church of
Christ, Roberts Room.

April Is National Poetry Month
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Upcoming Claremont Library Events
Poetry Readings — Sundays, February 25 and March 25, 2:00 p.m.

On the Same Page Event — Saturday, March 3, 1:003:00 p.m.

Children's Book Festival — Saturday April 28, 1:004:00 p.m.

Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. — Toddler Story Time

Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m. — Preschool Story Time

PLEASE NOTE  NOT ALL EVENTS ARE AT THE LIBRARY

CHECK WEBSITE FOR EVENT LOCATIONS




