NOVEMBER, 2017
Volume 13, Issue 2

FRIENDLY NOTES

Editor: Lynn Burrows

Friends of the Claremont Library

Claremont’s On the Same Page Committee Plans Activities
Board of Directors

Lis DesCombes,
President
Sharon Bagley
Lynn Burrows
Lauren Cassatt
Mary Caenepeel
Ken Corhan
Judy Craig
Per Dahlin
Robert Goldstein
David Litwack
Adrienne Long
Carol-Lee Marshall
Katrina Mason
Lynne Matute
Maria Rodriguez
Sandra Thompson

Ex-officio Members:
Rose Ash

Jamie Harvey

Judy Lipsett
Frances McConnel
Barbara Mussellman
Connie Rodriguez
Amy Crow,
Library Manager

After months of reading and
discussing, the On the Same
Page committee chose as our city
read Tangled Vines: Greed,
Obsession, and an Arsonist in
the Vineyards of California
by Frances Dinkelspiel. If the
title doesn’t excite you, its local
connections should.
Much of the early part of the
book deals specifically with a
Rancho Cucamonga Winery that
was founded in the mid1800s by
John Rains and which has close
connections to the author’s
family.
For our first event, we have invited culinary specialist Richard Foss to
come and speak. His talk, “From Mission to Prohibition: A Short His
tory of Drinking in Southern California,” will span a period from pious
monks to irreverent, lawdodging parties.
Richard Foss is a journalist, author, historian, and lecturer who has
been on the board of the Culinary Historians of Southern California for
over a decade. He is also the curator for the Pacific Food and Beverage
Museum. He will be joining us to share his impressive understanding of
the art of California wines and their place on the tables of the world.

We will also have our beautiful lawn signs available to pick up. Artist Joel Cinnamon, who has
designed years of our On the Same Page graphics, created the design.
Richard Foss's presentation will take place on Saturday, December 9, at 3:00 in the library
meeting room. The event is free and open to the public, and we will serve refreshments. Please
join us and invite friends.

Holiday Fun at the Rains House
You are invited to visit the historic Rains House and enjoy cookies, hot cider, and traditional
music. The house, decorated for Christmas, will be open Saturday, Dec. 2 from 3:00 to 7:00
p.m. Adult admission is $8, and children 11 and under are $5. The Rains House is located at
8810 Hemlock, Rancho Cucamonga. For more information, please call (909) 9894970.

Holiday Book Selections by Carol-Lee Marshall, Children's Librarian
Pocket Full of Colors: The Magical World of Mary Blair, Disney Artist Extraordinaire
by Amy Guglielmo and Jacqueline Tourville
This is a picture book biography of the Disney artist who created It’s a Small World. Brigette
Barrager's illustrations are indeed colorful!
It Takes a Village by Hillary Rodham Clinton, illustrated by Marla Frazee
This is a beautiful large picture book in which a group of children and adults work together to
build a new playground. It also features short precise text that lets the beautiful illustrations
tell the story.
Creepy Pair of Underwear by Aaron Reynolds, illustrated by Peter Brown
This followup to Creepy Carrots is just a lot of fun for the mischievous child.

Book Review by Lanore Perlman, Board Member
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
Alexander, a welltodo gentleman, is living in a suite of rooms in the fashionable Hotel
Metropole in Moscow. But because of his aristocratic background, in 1922 the Communist
government sentences him to spend the rest of his life in a small garret room on the top floor of
that same fine hotel. This isn’t the story of an arrogant nobleman brought low. It is a
beautifully written story full of humor and resilience.
Alexander is kind, curious, and friendly. Although the circumstances of his life change
dramatically, we find that what could have been unbearably confining, simply stretches his
imagination and his reach. We come to value the character of this wonderful person and look
upon him as a friend.
The author has created a small but very rich world. We watch Russian history touch this
microcosm now and again, but it’s Alexander’s oyster!
No wonder it’s been on the bestseller list for more than a year.

A History of Paperback Books
by Sharon Bagley, board member

Paperback or pocket books go all the way back to the 16th
century, and Penguin Classics have long been popular in
England. However, these books never really took off in the U.S.
because hard cover books were simply more profitable. In 1943,
though, Raymond Trautman, head of the Army's library services
unit for military serving overseas, heard that the troops were
pleading for books. He collected donations, but hardbacks were
too bulky to carry in a soldier’s gear, and many topics, such as
knitting and cooking, did not interest our warriors.
Trautman then asked publisher Malcom Thompson to start
printing smaller versions of popular fiction classics and best
sellers, but also poetry and other genres. He shipped one hundred
and twentythree million volumes of 1000 different titles to our
soldiers in war zones. This initiative changed the U.S. book
publishing industry. The Great Gatsby did not become a bestseller
until this program went into effect. The Friends of the Claremont
Library thanks all those who serve now and in the past for their
bravery and service.

Friends of the Claremont
Library Board members Ken
Corhan and Lynne Matute
showing book pride at the
recent Village Venture
booth.We'd like to offer
special thanks to ALL our
members who helped out
that day.

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
Check Your Mailing Label to be Sure!

We are now accepting PayPal!
Friends of the Claremont Library, P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711
Name___________________________________________ Telephone___________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________________ State__________ Zip____________

Email address (for use only by the Friends of Claremont library) ___________________

please send my newsletter by e-mail in the future. (check box)
Support Categories: (Check one):
Best Friend $100 _____

Good Friend $75 _____

Friend $25 _____

Senior Friend $15 ____

Business Friend $40 ____

Other $________

(Optional) In memory of / In honor of_________________________________ (circle one)
I WOULD LIKE MY DONATION TO BE MADE ANONYMOUSLY.

(CHECK BOX)

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Claremont Library or FOCL.
Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law
If you have questions about your FOCL membership, please contact us at
friendsofclaremontlibrary@gmail.com or P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711.
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9-5
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1 -5
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Monday

Upcoming Claremont Library Events
Poetry Readings — Sunday, Nov. 26 and Sunday, Jan. 28, 2:00 p.m.
Friends Fine Book Sale — Saturday, Dec. 2, 10:00 a.m.  4:00 p.m.
On the Same Page Event  Saturday, Dec. 9, 3:00 pm
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. — Toddler Story Time
Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m. — Preschool Story Time

