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Members and friends
of Claremont : On the
Same Page celebrate
ten years of the program at the Sept. 5
Concert in the Park
with signs created for
each of the OTSP
books since 2007.

President’s Message
Summer’s over! School’s on, the vacation trip to Yosemite is but a
memory, and it’s time to check out the activities at the library. Some of
those programs may be familiar but with a new twist—change is good,
right?
Speaking of change, my name is Carol Lerew, and I’d like to introduce
myself as the new Friends president. I’ve lived in Claremont for over
twentyfive years; and the library is my home away from home. A couple
of years ago I joined the bookstore volunteers and later found myself on
the Friends Board. It was a perfect match. Through our work and
generous book donations, the library acquired materials and carried out
programs not otherwise covered under its budget.
Our former president, Lanore Pearlman, did a wonderful job steering
the organization forward. I appreciate her guidance, kindness, and
patience as she answers my many questions and offers suggestions.
Thank you so much, Lanore, for sharing your knowledge and wisdom
with all of us.
Our busy year began with the Student Welcome Party on September 23
and the very first Claremont Authors Faire on September 24. I hope you
had an opportunity to come and greet our fine authors. We will take our
book sale to the patio in front of the library during Village Venture,
Saturday, October 22, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Drop by and discover what
treasures are waiting for you.
See you at the library!

Tenth Anniversary On the Same Page Book is Funny in Farsi
As yard signs go up around town, Claremont
On the Same Page and the Friends of the
Claremont Library are pleased to announce
this year’s community read: Funny in Farsi: A
Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America by
Firoozeh Dumas.
This humorous, yet often poignant, memoir
tells the story of a sevenyearold who arrives
in Whittier, California in the 1970s from a
comfortable life in Iran, speaking not a word
of English. Her father, an Iranian oil company
engineer, who had for years regaled his family
about his adventures as a graduate student in
the US, is delighted to be back. His often
clueless enthusiasms for American fashion,
fast foods and anything “free” leads to much of
the gentle humor that pervades the story of
the family’s adaptation to life in Southern
California.
A New York Times bestseller, a finalist for the
PEN/USA Award in Creative Nonfiction, and
a finalist for the Thurber Prize for American
Humor, the book is personal rather than
political. Yet the experiences of this
sometimes zany family provide a positive
perspective on the hot topic of immigration.
The point of view—a young girl eager to fit
Funny in Farsi is the tenth community read
in—makes the book accessible, interesting,
chosen by On the Same Page.
and thoughtprovoking to a wide variety of
readers.
Funny in Farsi was chosen from a list of six finalists to appeal to the wide variety of readers in
Claremont. The other five titles were The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian, The Buddha in
the Attic by Julie Otsuka, The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by JanPhilipp Sendker, I Am Malala
by Malala Yousafzai, and The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry by Garbrielle Zevin.
As part of our tenth year celebration, the On the Same Page committee of the Friends of the
Library will be scheduling events early in 2017 (a switch to a less busy time to make it easier
for all to attend). Stay tuned for specifics about these events. In the meantime, Funny in Farsi
is available for checkout at the Claremont Library. So start reading now—and enjoy!

Friends of the Claremont Library Bookstore News
Be sure to drop by the bookstore on your next libary visit. We have a new bookcase for our
young adult readers, and all our other shelves are filled with their usual variety. Board
member Lauren Cassatt has created bright new signs to help guide you.
From October through December, our glass display case in the library foyer will be filled with
very special books: beautiful, signed, antique, and all for sale. If you are interested, a librarian
at the desk will open the case for you. Take a look and, if you like, purchase any books on
display.
Our next Antiquarian and Fine Book Sale will be Saturday, December 3, from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. in the Library Meeting Room, so mark your calendars. We will have something for
everyone, including books on the fine arts, literature, children’s books, history, biography,
Californiana, travel, cookbooks, sports, hobbies, pop culture, and also signed books, pre1917
books (the real antiques!), books for the avid Sherlock Holmes lovers,and specialty books that
defy categorizing. Prepare for your holiday giving to those on your list (including yourself!). We
accept credit cards, cash and checks.
We are now enrolled on Yelp, the online rating site, and we encourage our bookbuying
members to give us your thoughts about our bookstore. Go into Yelp.com, click on “Write a
Review,” and enter Friends of the Claremont Library Bookstore. We appreciate the support of
our Friends!

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?
Check Your Mailing Label to be Sure!

We are now accepting PayPal!
Friends of the Claremont Library, P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711
Name___________________________________________ Telephone___________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City_____________________________________________________ State__________ Zip____________

Email address (for use only by the Friends of Claremont library) ___________________

please send my newsletter by e-mail in the future. (check box)
Support Categories: (Check one):
Best Friend $100 _____

Good Friend $75 _____

Friend $25 _____

Senior Friend $15 ____

Business Friend $40 ____

Other $________

(Optional) In memory of / In honor of_________________________________ (circle one)
I WOULD LIKE MY DONATION TO BE MADE ANONYMOUSLY.

(CHECK BOX)

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Claremont Library or FOCL.
Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law
If you have questions about your FOCL membership, please contact us at
friendsofclaremontlibrary@gmail.com or P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711.
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Upcoming Events at the Claremont Library
Sunday, September 25 and Sunday, October 30, 2:00 p.m. — Poetry Reading
Saturday, October 22 — Village Venture Book Sale
Thursdays 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. — Toddler Story Time
Fridays 11:30 a.m. — Preschool Story Time

