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President's Message

Board members Carole Lerew and
Per Dahlin with their volunteer

helpers await the children that wil l
receive these books

What a busy year the Friends has had with activities for children and
adults alike! Our community read, Funny in Farsi, turned out to inspire
timely converesations on national and local social issues. The delightful
memoir tells the story of an immigrant family learning to adjust to an
unfamiliar American culture. Author Firoozeh Dumas herself spoke at
the last event in the series, and her presentation was as entertaining
and pithy as her writing style.

The semiannual book sale this May will continue to be a mainstay for
the community. We are fortunate that many donors give such quality
items to become someone’s treasure. And, of course, our bookstore offers
books year round at very affordable prices. Look for bargains in
romance, mystery, science fiction, fantasy, classics, cooking, history, and
other categories.

Our spring Children’s Book Festival is equally popular, and we continue
to sponsor many library programs for children. This past year we helped
outfit the new teen area with jazzy furniture. The Friends also helps
fund the monthly poetry program and other programs as well.

These activities wouldn’t be possible without your membership and
generous book donations. Thank you so very much for continuing to
support the Friends, our library and our community. See you at our
Annual Membership Meeting on Saturday, June 3 at 1:00 p.m.!

—Carol

Come—and invite friends—to the Friends annual end
oftheyear party, when we celebrate the end of a
succesful year and sixty years of Friendly help to the
Claremont Library. We are still in negotiations for our
featured speaker, so stay tuned!

We have collected ten special books for a spectacular
raffle. Each attendee will receive one raffle ticket, but
you can increase your chances of winning by purchasing
additional tickets: $1 per ticket or six tickets for $5. We
also will take a moment to review the year and allow
you to vote on the roster of board members and the
annual budget for the 20262017 year.

And, of course, there will be plenty of ice cream!

Members Meeting and Ice Cream
Social to Celebrate the Year



Record Attendance at the Sixth Annual Children’s Book Festival
On Saturday, April 1, the sixth annual
Friends of the Claremont Library
Children's Book Festival provided an
afternoon of arts, crafts, dinosaurs,
astronomy, storytelling, songs, Disney
princesses, Shrek, and a magic act to
hundreds of children, their families, and
caregivers. "Under the Sea" was the
theme of the event, which included free
books to participating children so that
they could continue to experience the
magic of reading. Although most
attendees were from Claremont, Pomona
and Upland, families from as far away as
San Bernardino, Jurupa, Yorba Linda
and La Puente also participated. This
year's attendance figure of 634 exceeded
last year’s record of 487.

The FOCL's community read program, On the Same Page, wound up a series of programs
centering on our 2016 book, Funny in Farsi, with a talk by the author, Firoozeh Dumas, at
the Athenaeum on March 8.

On the Same Page Concludes Another Great Year

We extend special thanks to our community partners who provided interactive activities for the
children: Lakeshore Learning, Pomona Unified School District Resource and Referral, Pomona
Valley Amateur Astronomers Club, and the Raymond Alf Museum. Eightytwo volunteers
assisted in activities and crafts. We especially thank students from Azusa Pacific University,
students from the child development program at Chaffey College, members of the Key Clubs of
Claremont and San Antonio high schools, the Sigma Kappa Sorority, and members of our own
FOCL Board. Friends of the Claremont Library Board members, Connie and Maria Rodriguez,
cochairs of this annual event, thank everyone who participated. It was a fantastic event!

With appetites whetted by the earlier programs, our book
loving community showed up in force for what turned out to
be a lighthearted evening of captivating tales told by a
skilled raconteur. Firoozeh's family's bizarre adventures and
stories of missteps in their their eager attempts to adapt to
their new country were truly funny. Yet a more serious—and
timely—subtext emerged: the negotiation of cultural
differences in difficult circumstances of the modern world.

The OTSP committee is grateful for those who read the book,
turned out for events, and, by your enthusiasm, made this,
the tenth year of On The Same Page so memorable. The
committee is in the process of choosing our 2017 book, which
will be announced in September. Stay tuned!
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Name___________________________________________ Telephone___________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________ State__________ Zip____________

Email address (for use only by the Friends of Claremont library) ___________________

please send my newsletter by e-mail in the future. (check box)

Support Categories: (Check one):

Best Friend $100 _____ Good Friend $75 _____ Friend $25 _____

Senior Friend $15 ____ Business Friend $40 ____ Other $________

(Optional) In memory of / In honor of_________________________________ (circle one)

I WOULD LIKE MY DONATION TO BE MADE ANONYMOUSLY. (CHECK BOX)

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Claremont Library or FOCL.

Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

Check Your Mailing Label to be Sure!

We are now accepting PayPal!

If you have questions about your FOCL membership, please contact us at
friendsofclaremontlibrary@gmail.com or P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711.

Fine Books Sale Coming Up

Saturday, May 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. is your chance to find fascinating and highly
discounted books including, old and rare volumes, first editions, fine editions of classics,
autographed works, specialty editions, and many more books in nearly all academic fields. This
spring's sale highlights art books, Californiana material, real antiques—works from the early
1800s through the early twentiethcentury often luxurious editions with fine illustrations,
marbled paper, gilt edging, and leather covers.

The Fine Book Sale will be held at the Claremont Library. We can take cash, checks, and credit
cards. Members receive a 10% discount.

For more information, please email friendsofclaremontlibrary@gmail.com.

Mary Constance Varnadeaux, longtime
Claremont resident, passed away peacefully at
age 95 on March 24. A great lover of good books,
the Claremont Public Library was one of Mary's
favorite places. Donations in her memory can be
made to Friends of the Claremont Library.
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Upcoming Claremont Library Events

Sunday, April 23, and Sunday, May 21, 2:00 p.m. — Poetry Reading

Saturday, May 6, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Fine Books Sale

Saturday, June 3, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Annual Membership Meeting

Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. — Toddler Story Time

Fridays, 11:30 a.m. — Preschool Story Time




