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Claremont Wraps Up On the Same Page Events

We have already hosted three successful events centered around our On
the Same Page book of the year, Funny in Farsi. But coming up is the
event we are most excited about. At the Claremont McKenna
Athenaeum on March 8th at 6:30, Funny in Farsi author Firoozeh
Dumas will be our guest at to discuss her funny and recently relevant
novel on her immigrant experience. This discussion could not be more
timely.

Firoozeh Dumas was born in Abadan, Iran and moved to Whittier,
California at the age of seven. She grew up listening to her father, a
former Fulbright Scholar, recount the many colorful stories of his life. In
2001, with no prior writing experience, Firoozeh decided to write her
stories as a gift for her children. Random House published these stories
in 2003. Funny in Farsi was on the New York Times, San Francisco
Chronicle and Los Angeles Times bestseller lists and was a finalist for
the PEN/USA award in 2004 and for an Audie Award for best audio
book in 2005. (She lost to Bob Dylan.) She was also a finalist for the
prestigious Thurber Prize for American Humor, the first Middle Eastern
woman ever to receive this honor. (She lost that one to Jon Stewart.)

In 2008, Dumas published a
second set of stories, Laughing
Without an Accent, which also
became a New York Times best
seller. In 2016, she published her
first book of middle grade fiction,
It Ain’t so Awful, Falafel and re
ceived high praise from readers of
all ages.

Dumas has spoken at hundreds
of schools, conferences and fest
ivals. She believes that everyone
has a story to tell and that every
one’s story counts. We hope you
will join us. Mark your calendars
as we expect a full house. This
will be the Athenaeum's last
spring lecture. Do not miss this
opportunity!



by Bill Alves, guest contributor

The idea of a library open to all and supported by taxes is, not coincidentally, a uniquely
American invention. When the Peterborough, New Hampshire public library opened in
1833, citizens of the young United States understood that public access to information
was a foundation stone for a democracy. European libraries at that time mostly limited
access to their collections to students and subscribers, meaning that they were available
only to the privileged and wealthy.

Democracy depends on the universal accessibility of good information, as does cultivation
of literate, educated, and engaged communities. For all its richness and utility, the
Internet, which some supposed would take over this role, has recently been shown to be
equally powerful as a conduit for spectacular misinformation. Even so, not everyone has
equal access to the Internet, and providing free access to the Internet has become a vital
role for American public libraries.

Yet the sophistication of modern electronics has yet to completely replace the browsable,
reliable, enduring, readatawetsandybeachable technology of the book. Library books
allow us to engage literature in depth, and standing behind them is the curatorial
expertise of editors, publishers, and, of course, librarians. At a time when vigilance of our
national democracy is as important as ever, public libraries and the principles for which
they stand are a vital part of our communities and our democratic tradition.

Friendly Notes welcomes submissions of short, relevant guest articles.

Mark your calendar! The sixth annual Children’s Book Festival is back at the Claremont
Library on Saturday, April 1st from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. This year our theme is “Under the Sea.”
We started this event in 2011 with 45 attendees, and last year 425 people attended. Every
family that attends will receive a free reusable bag and each child a book to take home, while
supplies last. We will provide funfilled activities, crafts, storytelling, and magic! This event is
FREE and open to the public.

The Friends of the Claremont Library Sixth
Annual Children’s Book Festival is coming

Democracy and the Public Library
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Support Categories: (Check one):
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Your gift is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law

IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

Check Your Mailing Label to be Sure!

We are now accepting PayPal!

If you have questions about your FOCL membership, please contact us at
friendsofclaremontlibrary@gmail.com or P.O. Box 1618, Claremont, CA 91711.

We are happy to report that sales from the Friends Book Store reached an alltime high in the
2016 calendar year. Bookstore proceeds are directed to meeting the needs of the library and the
large community using the many library services in Claremont.

Thank you, book donors and volunteers who tend the book store. Our success depends on the
following individuals who volunteer their services in support of library book sales throughout
the year, week in and week out: Sharon Bagley, Jim and Ellen Berke, Lauren McDonald
Cassatt, Judy Craig, Jill Finnegan, Kathy Hacker, Carol Lerew, Dave Litwack, Teresa Luce,
Lynne McBride, Lynne Matute, Barbara Musselman, Lanore Pearlman, Shirley Poy, Connie
Rodriguez, and Charlie Rosenberg.

Friends Bookstore Report
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Upcoming Claremont Library Events

Wednesday, March 8, 6:30 p.m. — Funny in Farsi author's talk at the
Claremont McKenna College Athenaeum

Saturday, April 1, 1:00  4:00 p.m. — Children's Book Festival

Sundays, February 26, March 26, April 23  2:00 p.m.  Poetry Reading

Thursdays 10:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. — Toddler Story Time




